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Bill Marshall  2015.5.26

Mr. Hiroshi Kawaguchi Mayor of Shimamoto-cho, We would like to visit you in July regarding a possible Sister Cities connection with Frankfort, Kentucky, USA. We will be
staying at a hotel in Osaka on July 8th and 9th and visiting Yamazaki Distillery on the 9th. Would it be possible to meet you for a few minutes on either July 8th or 10th? In
Frankfort we have a couple of major facilities for Jim Beam Bourbon Whiskey, which has been acquired by Suntory. We thought the connection between Suntory’s
hometown and Frankfort, which has Beam Suntory facilities would be a good match. Of course we should meet and discuss all the details before any decisions are made,
but we would like to at least open up a discussion with Shimamoto-cho if that’s something that you might consider. There is no obligation, but we need to start somewhere.
We thought since we are going to be there anyway, this would be a good opportunity to meet. Thanks, Bill Marshall, Frankfort Sister Cities
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On behalf of myself, our Board of Commissioners, and the City of Frankfort, Kentucky, | am both happy e i 2.5 i 2
and honored to enter the process of becoming a Sister City with Shimamoto, Osaka Prefecture, Japan. HieonwT, Mz ELRTEVWY ELE
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Our State of Kentucky has several Sister Cities in Japan, one of which is a connection based on ELCAFE, MEXTRRKRABO L
Thoroughbred horses. We are happy that Frankfort and Shimamoto will become the connection for
Kentucky's other signature industry, bourbon whiskey. Our community leaders are very excited that
Frankfort will repi such an i part of y with Japan.
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Of course, the most important goal with these exchanges is the opening up of opportunities for our
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young people. Giving our kids the chance to live and study abroad is a priceless gift from which we can 2 e o SR, & s = L oar
all reap rewards. By bringing our communities closer together, we make the world a better place. BlebM7I7 27— biilconT BE& TAxLIEE
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The City of Frankfort is also the Capital of Kentucky, so we have the State's legislature meeting here for L, Xfbichhh % Z.& T T
a couple of months at the beginning of each year. Previous governors have built strong ties with Japan, oS AT LT + tlicbkY 752 74+—bih
beginning with Governor Martha Layne Collins, who brought Toyota to Kentucky in 1987. Since then =2 = y
succeeding governors have continued to build, and so will our current Governor Matt Bevin, who has LBANAXLZEHREZBRT TV EDOREH LR TR 2RI
himself spent time in Japan. . o i e
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Even though we are the Capital of Kentucky, we are a small town. We lie between the larger cities of

Louisville and Lexington, in a similar placement as you are between Osaka and Kyoto. We have the
best of both worlds, with a small town approach to life. Our people are kind and generous, as | am sure
are the folks in Shimamoto. Everybody here is looking forward to our new partnership.

B OFELELOBT2& 2y, ERERELFLHFELZY
DB =TT,

- ¢ A FICHTAIRBOZH A Z BB VA LT ET
We are also looking forward to your first visit here, and to visiting Shimamoto in the near future, We mO®IC, AfFlcdT 5 R i h %6

plan to establish lines of communication so contact can always be made without any difficulty. Please Llbic, SEOBBENTHIMICL-oTHBERbBDE RS Z
don't hesitate to contact me directly as well.
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Thank you again from all of us here in Frankfort!
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Elkhorn Elementary School
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Bondurant Middle School
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Bondurant Middle
School

93-year-old Nazi guard on trial for his role at Auschwitz
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Franklin County High School
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